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Timeline
Applying to file a patent
This is an indication of the process should an applicant only initially file their application and pay 
the fees. All timings are approximate and will vary according to each individual.

01 File patent application
pay application fee 

Issue filing receipt 

2 Weeks 
from 01 02 Issue preliminary examination report

03 File request for search, pay search fee
Within 12 months of filing date 

6 Months 
from 03 04 Issue search report 

18 Months 
from 01 05 Publish application

06 File request for examination
pay examination fee within 6 months of publication

4-6 Years 
from 01 07 Substantive examination of application 

Amendment in response to examination

Re-examination 

1 Year 
from 07 08 Patent is either granted and republished 

or refused 

09 Renewal fees
Yearly from grant for up to 20 years


